
 

 

 

 

 

 

Case study:  Adding a new field to a test script or other changes to the interface logic 

int4 IFTT is designed   to support business transitions in the fastest possible way. One of the examples of such 

changes is adding a new field to a business document. Let’s see what is the effort in IFTT and what you should do 

in order to keep using the existing test cases: 

 

a) Case 1: The New field is added in the SAP (no matter if this is in a middleware or a backend system) 

 

Actions:  

 

• Add the new field to the comparison configuration table of business object 

• Apply a following field comparison rule: Warning when empty, error when different. Thanks to this 

setting the missing value of the field in the existing reference business documents test cases will be 

treated as a warning and will allow continuing testing based on existing test cases (even if they didn’t 

have the discussed field at the time of their creation). However the newly created test cases (after the 

system modification) will validate the new field. Alternatively if you would like to test derivation of 

this new field also using existing test cases then you should create their new versions (see below the 

versioning concept) 

Time effort: 5 min. 

b) Case 2: The change in the interface logic 

The change didn’t require modification of the input message structure, so the XML message content is still valid 

for all test cases althoughthe interface logic was adjusted. Example: Changing the way of a posting date 

calculation. 

 

Int4 IFTT Versioning Concepts 

 

For such business change, the IFTT configuration remains the same but the new version of existing test cases 

must be created. 

 

Actions: 

 

• Execute current test case 

• The test case will fail as the reference document was created using the old logic. The only difference 

in the results should occur where the new logic was applied 

• With one click, enter the new interface message number generated during the test case execution of 

the current document. Enter the version description. 

Time effort: 1-2 min / per test case.  

What is important if the source message has not changed it is unnecessary to ask the 3rd party partner to send 

new messages in order to create another version of the test cases. This can be done inside the int4 IFTT using 

results of the latest test case execution. 

 

c) Case 3: The new optional field was added to the source message by 3rd party 

Please note that almost always the new fields are added to the schemas as optional not obligatory. This allows 

supporting new processes but does not require changes by  all parties using the schema. 

As the field is optional it does not affect the previously created test cases and it can be validated for new test 

cases after minor changes in the int4 IFTT business object configuration. 

Actions: 

• Add the new field to the comparison configuration table 

• Additionally a following comparison rule has to be applied: Warning when empty, error when 

different. Thanks to this setting the missing value of the field in the existing test cases will be treated 

as a warning not causing the test case failure.  

 

Time effort: 5 min.  

 
Executive Summary:  
In all of the discussed cases the previously created test cases remain unaffected and can be re-used.  

 

 


